Indonesian quake Kills dozens, traps thousands

September 30 2009

By NINIEK KARMINI, Associated Press Writer Niniek Karmini, Associated Press Writer—

JAKARTA, Indonesia — Indonesian officials say at least 75 people have been killed and thousands more trapped under flattened buildings in a
powerful earthquake off Sumatra island.

Vice President Jusuf Kalla announced the death toll at a news conference, hours after the 7.6-magnitude quake hit off the coast of the town of
Padang on Wednesday.

Rustam Pakaya, head of the Health Ministry's crisis center, said thousands of people were trapped under collapsed buildings. He said dfield
hospital was being prepared to assist the injured.

Officials said the quake triggered a landslide that cut off land transport to the area closest to the epicenter. Power and telecommunications
were also cut.

The quake was along the samefault line that spawned the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami.
THIS IS A BREAKING NEWS UPDATE. Check back soon for further information. AP's earlier story is below.

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) — A disaster management official says 13 people have been killed and thousands trapped under flattened buildings
in a powerful earthquake in western Indonesia.

Rustam Pakaya, head of the Health Ministry's crisis center, said a field hospital was being prepared to assist the injured and medical teams
were on the way from neighboring provinces.

A 7.6-magnitude quake hit just off the coast of the town of Padang, WesternSumatra province on Wednesday.

Officials said the quake triggered a landslide that cut off land transport to the area closest to the epicenter. Power and telecommunications
were also cut.

The quake was along the same fault line that spawned the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami.
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